
 

Evaluating and Using Quotations 

Thoughtful use of quotations in your writing can make the difference between an average and an excellent piece of 

work.   It is important that you choose the most powerful quotations and that they suit the purpose you have 

established.  Quotations may be used when: 

 Summarizing a speech 

 A comparison of a group of quotations is required 

 An historical or scientific document is being considered 

 An exemplar of an author’s work or style is being considered 

 A quote is needed in a speech or research paper 

 A quote from an interview is required to make a point 

 A consideration of a poem, play or novel is required 

How to choose the best quotation; establishing criteria depends upon your purpose.  Begin by establishing your purpose 

then identify the criteria you will use to select your quote.  Some possible criteria include: 

 reveals qualities of the speaker/writer 
 advances the plot or marks a turning point in a plot 
 concisely defends or refutes an argument 
 presents a controversial idea 
 presents key information 
 describes a theme or universal interest beyond the text 

 
Purpose:  I want students to understand that the choices they make are important, have power and consequences. 
Quote:  “It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.”  ~J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets, 1999, spoken by the character Albus Dumbledore 
 

Criteria #1 
A quote from 
literature 

1  2  3  4 

Why this is a good quote to use: 
Harry Potter ! 

Criteria #2 
Something sts have 
Read/can relate to 

1  2  3  4 

Why this is a good quote to use: 
Most students will have read Harry Potter.  The books were written for young 
people and they have much to say to that audience. 

Criteria #3 
Concisely defends 
an argument 

1  2  3  4 

Why this is a good quote to use: 
As was usually the case with Albus Dumbledore, he makes his point so well and 
so concisely. 
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