
Newspapers 

 
What is a Newspaper? 

 a publication devoted chiefly to presenting and commenting on the 

news 

 vital role in shaping public opinion 

 cover more news—and in much greater detail—than can television 

and radio newscasts 

What kinds of information do they provide? 

 local as well as national and international news 

 government, politics, sports, science, business, and the arts. 

Other news stories report crimes, disasters, and special events 

of human interest 

 Editorials and columns of opinion often comment on controversial 

issues 

 Informative feature articles examine a wide range of subjects, 

including psychology, fashion, health, and child care 

 comics,weather, advice columns, and entertainment items 

Formats 

 printed on coarse paper called newsprint 

 standard-sized newspaper in the United States has pages that 

measure about 13 by 21 
1
/2 inches 

 tabloid are about 9
 3
/4 by 14 

3
/8 inches 

 (1) daily newspapers, (2) weekly newspapers, and (3) special-

interest newspapers 

Types 

 Daily newspapers - world, national, provincial, and local news; 

news comes out fast but not always 100% accurate! 

 editorials, opinion columns, feature articles, and entertainment 

items 

 United States has about 1,500 daily newspapers 

 Additional features and more advertising make Saturday & Sunday 

newspapers much larger than weekday editions 

 Weekly newspapers, in general, serve much smaller areas than 

daily papers and publish news of a more personal nature 

 Local information can be hard to find 

 Special-interest newspapers print news of concern to particular 

groups 

Departments involved in producing a Newspaper 

 The editorial department is responsible for the news and features 

that the paper prints 

 head of the department is called the editor 

 The business department tries to ensure that the paper makes a 

profit 

 advertising manager, a circulation manager, and a promotion 

manager 

 The mechanical department prints the newspaper 

 



 

  The Process of writing the stories 

 Reporters use interviews, research, and investigative techniques 

to gather information for their stories 

 newspapers depend on news services for at least part of their 

national and international news 

 Writing and editing stories. In writing a news story, reporters 

begin by giving the important facts in the first paragraph, which 

is called the lead. They then present details in the rest of the 

space given to the story by the city editor or news editor. 

 editorial writers hold meetings to select topics for editorials. 

They also decide what viewpoint to take in the editorials 

 Unlike a news story, an editorial expresses an opinion and tries 

to sway readers to that way of thinking 

Advertising 

 display ads include illustrations and may be as large as two 

pages 

 Classified ads, also called want ads, usually appear in a 

separate section of the newspaper. Most consist of a few lines of 

print and advertise such things as used cars 

Putting the paper together & distribution 

 Artists prepare a layout, or sketch, of each newspaper page. A 

layout shows where the stories, pictures, and advertisements 

should appear on the page 

 Printing the newspaper. Most newspapers use a printing method 

called offset lithography 

 Newspapers in the United States earn about three-fourths of their 

income from the sale of advertising 

 Advertising fills about half of the space in U.S. newspapers 

 After the papers are printed and assembled, conveyor belts carry 

them to the mailroom. Most of the papers are grouped into bundles 

with plastic strapping. The rest are addressed for mailing. The 

bundles travel on chutes to a loading dock, where trucks wait to 

haul them to newsstands and distribution centers 

Newspapers in Canada 

 Canada has about 120 daily newspapers and more than 800 weekly 

papers 

 Two newspaper chains—Southam Newspapers and Thomson Newspapers—

own about half the nation's dailies and control about half the 

daily circulation 

History 

 The earliest known daily newssheet was Acta Diurna (Daily 

Events), which started in Rome in 59 B.C 

 The world's first printed newspaper was a Chinese circular called 

Dibao (Ti-pao). The Chinese began printing Dibao from carved 

wooden blocks around A.D. 700 
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