
English 11 – The Poet’s Voice 

Introduction 

By referring to the Poet’s Voice, we must consider: 

• Topic/theme – What is the topic of the poem? (relationships, love, innocence) 
• Attitude – What are the attitudes/feelings towards the subject matter ?(negative, positive, 

diction, sound devices) 
• Style – What is the form of the poem ?(free verse, sonnet) 
• Context – What is the setting, related to the time period? What is the author’s background? 
• Intent – Why is the poet telling this story? What reaction is he/she hoping for? (social context, 

historical context, audience, message) 
• Genre – What is the “type” of poem? (didactic/teaching, entertain, social commentary) 
• Devices – What literary devices are used and what effect do they have on the reader? (figurative 

& rhetorical devices, metaphor, personification) 
• Point of view – Who is telling the story? (narrator, bystander, character) 

 

1. Read a variety of published poems and identify 5 different voices (2 must be female). Analyse 5 
of the poems as shown below: 
 
Voice Topic Significance of the voice 
Canadian   
International   
British   
American   
Aboriginal   

 

2. Choose 2 of the above poems and “gloss” them insightfully, using the criteria of the “Poet’s 
Voice.” 
 

3. Write a multi-paragraph composition showing contrasting views on that topic.  By contrasting 
the 2 voices, show which one is more successful in achieving the author’s intent: 

 In Flanders Fields 
John McCrae 

Break of Day in the Trenches 
Isaac Rosenberg 

Social context -Officer & surgeon -soldier in the trenches 
Historical context -WW I -WW I 
audience -others “take up our quarrel” -writing to a rat 
message -honour us by continuing the 

fight 
-the lowly rat connects the 
opposing soldiers 

 

Which is more successful and why? Use the points you have made in your essay. 





( 

BREAK OF  DAY IN  THE 
TRENCHES 

Isaac  Rosenberg Bonds  to the whims  of murder, 

Sprawled  in the bowels of the earth, 

The  torn fields of France. 

What  do you see in our eyes 

At the shrieking  iron and flame 

Hurled  through still heavens? 

What quaver- what  heart aghast? 

Poppies  whose  roots are in man's  veins 

_Drop, and are ever dropping; 

But mine in my ear is safe, 

Just a little white  with  the dust. 
 
 

Written in]une  1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The darkness crumbles  away- 

It is the same old druid  Time  as ever. 

Only  a live thing  leaps in my hand 

A queer sardonic  rat - 

As I pull the parapet's  poppy 

To stick behind  my ear. 

Droll  rat, they  would  shoot  you if they knew 

Your  cosmopolitan sympathies. 

(And God  knows  what antipathies). 

Now  you have touched  this English hand 

You  will do the same to a German  - 

Soon,  no doubt,  if it be your  pleasure 

To  cross the sleeping green  between. 

It seems you inwardly grin as you  pass 

Strong  eyes, fme limbs,  haughty athletes 

Less chanced  than  you for life, 

Devices: metaphor 

Topic: Futility of war 

Style: one stanza of free verse, Apostrophe – 

addresses the rat as if it could respond. 

Genre: Free verse 

Devices: Symbolism 

Devices: Personification 

Attitude: Annoyed at the irony 

Intent: Both sides are similar – suffering, futility…a 

rodent binds them (he sees no difference in the 

trenches of the two sides) 

Point of View: 2nd person, voice speaking to the 

rat 
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