
English 12 
 
Silent Reading Assignment – Book Review Analysis 
 
After finishing your novel, you will read and analyse several professional book reviews.  In a 500 word academic 
composition, comment on whether or not you feel the review is accurate.  Do you agree or disagree with its 
analysis?  Through your discussion, expose the novel’s strengths and weaknesses. 
 

• Complete reading a novel, either during silent reading or at home. 
• Use an online database to access professional reviews.  Read a minimum of three before choosing one 

to analyse. 
• Include in your analysis: direct discussion of the review in relation to your novel and your opinion of its 

accuracy. 
• In your 500 word academic composition, expose the novel’s strengths and weaknesses. 
• Use in-text citations whenever you use an idea or fact that is not your own. 
• Reference your review correctly in a Works Cited List. 

 

KIRKUS REVIEW 

Katniss Everdeen is a survivor. 

She has to be; she’s representing her District, number 12, in the 74th Hunger Games in the Capitol, the heart of 

Panem, a new land that rose from the ruins of a post-apocalyptic North America. To punish citizens for an early 

rebellion, the rulers require each district to provide one girl and one boy, 24 in all, to fight like gladiators in a 

futuristic arena. The event is broadcast like reality TV, and the winner returns with wealth for his or her district. 

With clear inspiration from Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” and the Greek tale of Theseus, Collins has created a 

brilliantly imagined dystopia, where the Capitol is rich and the rest of the country is kept in abject poverty, where 

the poor battle to the death for the amusement of the rich. However, poor copyediting in the first printing will 

distract careful readers—a crying shame. [Note: Errors have been corrected in subsequent printings, so we are now 

pleased to apply the Kirkus star.] 

Impressive world-building, breathtaking action and clear philosophical concerns make this volume, the beginning of 

a planned trilogy, as good as The Giver and more exciting. (Science fiction. 11 & up) 

 
Citation: 
“The Hunger Games.”  Kirkus. Kirkus. 20 May 2010. Web. 25 Sept. 2015. 
 
In-Text Citation” 
(Hunger Games) 

 

 

  



 

Book Reviews 

Book reviews are an important part of the book marketing process.  A good review, appearing in a widely accessible 
source, guarantees the financial success of a book.  However, sometimes the book review bears no resemblance to the 
book, leaving the reader to wonder if the reviewer read the book at all!  Here are some sources for book reviews: 

1. Book Review Journals 
There are many journals that exist solely to review books.  They are used by libraries and bookstores to make 
their purchases.  A good list of book review journals can be found at Savvy Book Marketer: 

http://bookmarketingmaven.typepad.com/book_marketing_maven/library-review-journals.html 

 

 

2. Online Database access to Book Review Journals 
Go to library.sd36.bc.ca and click on North Surrey Secondary.  
From the Library Catalog Home , see 
Access the Surrey School District's Digital Resources HERE  
Click on Secondary 
Click on the icon for Academic Search Primer 

http://bookmarketingmaven.typepad.com/book_marketing_maven/library-review-journals.html
https://www.surreyschools.ca/sites/7V5JQUO4HC/Pages/default.aspx


 

 
 

In the search box type the title of the book. Make sure the Full Text and the Peer Reviewed boxes (on the left) 
are checked.   
You may search for articles from a specific journal by entering the name of the journal in the Publication field.  
(Set the date range on the right to limit the search). 
Please note that at home you will need the following password and login: 
 
Login: sd36bc   Password: sd36bc 

 

 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.asp?profile=web&defaultdb=aph


 

Citing Sources – Quick Guide 

Whenever you use someone else’s ideas, data or facts in your work, you must give them credit.  This is 

called a Citation.  There are several citation styles, usually associated with the subject.  Below is a quick 

guide to MLA, Modern Languages Association style. (When you get to college or university, your 

instructor will indicate which style you are to use).  FOLLOW PUNCTUATION IN SAMPLE EXACTLY. 

 

Citing a Website with an author: 

Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Website Title. Website Publisher, Date Month Year  

 Published. Web. Date Month Year accessed. 

 

Citing a Website with no author: 

 

“Article Title.”  Website Title.  Website Publisher, Date Month Year  

 Published. Web. Date Month Year accessed. 

 

Citing a journal article found in a database: 

 

Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Series Volume.Issue (year published): 

 Page(s). Database Name. Web. Date Month Year accessed. 

 

Citing a journal article in print: 

 

Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Series Volume.Issue (year published): 

 Page-page. Print. 

 

Citing an online journal article: 

 

Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Series Volume.Issue (year published): 

 Page(s). Website Publication year. Web. Date Month Year accessed. 

 

Citing a book: 

 

Last name, First name. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year published. Print. 



 

Parenthetical References (In-Text Citations) 

Parenthetical References or In-Text Citations are references placed within the body of your 

writing that document ideas, information, data, opinions and quotations that you have taken 

from your sources.  Remember, you must always give credit to the authors whose ideas or 

information you have used in your Works Cited List and in the body of your writing through 

In-Text Citations.  The In-Text Citation and the Work Cited List are linked and it is clear to the 

reader from where/whom the idea or information came. 

 

After a statement or piece of information you have obtained from a source, use the following 

format: 

 

 For a Book: 

 (author’s last name page #) 

 (Pugnetti 262) 

 

 If two or more books in your Works Cited list are by the same author, add the date 

 (author’s last nane date, page #) 

 (Pugnetti 2010, 262) 

 

 For a Journal article: 

 (author’s last name page#) 

 (Anderson 70) 

 

 If two or more articles in your Works Cited list are by the same author, add the date 

 (author’s last nane date, page #) 

 (Anderson 2012, 70) 

 

 For a website: 

 (author’s last name, page#)  **if these are indicated 

 Or refer to the Works Cited list and use the first part of the citation, usually the title 

 (“Deciding to Get a Dog”) 



Why You Need a Dog – An Essay by Ms. Cameron 

 You need a dog, preferably a poodle.  There are many good reasons and unpredictable 

benefits to dog ownership, but there are important things to consider before you make this 

addition to your family.  When considering a specific breed, think carefully about your lifestyle 

and whether or not your habits and the dog’s needs will be a good match (“Deciding to Get a 

Dog”).  Purchasing a dog, especially a pure bred, can be expensive.  To keep costs down, you 

may want to consider going to the SPCA and adopting a mutt (Anderson 70).  Importantly, know 

what you are looking for in a dog and do some breed research.  Because of their high 

intelligence, joyful personality and amazing good looks, (Pugnetti 262), I would choose a 

poodle. 
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