Humanities 9 – Canada’s Aboriginal People: a critical challenge
For aboriginal people, to what extent is their relationship
with the land reflected in their culture and way of life?
For Canada’s aboriginal people, the influence of the land has played a major role in all aspects of their
life. From food to housing, government to social structures, language to religion, the land has always
had an important impact.
Your task for this assignment is to consider the critical challenge above. Begin by choosing a regional
aboriginal group to study from this list:
Arctic
Sub-Arctic
Northwest Coast
Interior Plateau
Plains
Eastern Woodland

Inuit
Chipewyan, Western Woodlands Cree, Naskapi, Montagnais, Beothuk
Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, Nishga, Haisla, Kwakuitl, Bella Coola, Coast
Salish, Nootka
Chilcotin, Shuswap, Lillooet, Kootenay, Okanagan
Blackfoot, Sarcee, Plains Cree, Assiniboine, Salteaux
Ojibwa, Algonquin, Mikmaq, Nipissing

To answer the challenge, you will need to consider several aspects of their life, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homes
Communities
Government
Clothing
Food
Tools, weapons & defence
Religion
Ceremonies and celebrations
Music and dance
Language and storytelling
Art

Research Guide – Canada’s First Nations
1. The Canadian Encyclopedia
 www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com
 In the search box, enter the nation you want to research then click on the relevant article.

 Note the article index on the right, and related articles and links.

2. Other websites…
http://firstpeoplesofcanada.com
http://www.historymuseum.ca/exhibitions/online-exhibitions/first-peoples
https://www.nfb.ca/subjects/aboriginal-peoples-in-canada/

3. Using the Library Catalog to find good quality websites






Go to library.sd36.bc.ca and click on North Surrey Secondary
Click on Catalog, enter your search term in the search box, and click on Subject.
You will get a list of the books and other resources the library holds on that subject, and by clicking on Websites, at
the top right, you will also get recommended websites.

The advantage of using the library catalog to find websites is that they have been previewed by experts and are deemed to
be of good quality with respect to accuracy & reliability.

If you are at home you will need a username and password:
username: sd36bc password: sd36bc

Assessing the Evidence
When gathering evidence to complete an assignment, prove our thesis, or even just to make a convincing argument, it is
very important that our evidence is adequate. This means:
•
•
•

Accuracy: the details are correct given your conclusion
Relevant: the evidence closely relates to the question at hand/conclusion
Convincing: the evidence strongly supports the argument/conclusion

Here is a short mystery to consider… Typing in Riddles by Grilledcheese

Detective Larson gazed around the cluttered dingy apartment. The aging famous columnist Max Worthington
had been fatally stabbed. His agent, Roger, had called the police when Max failed to submit his column to the
newspaper.
Max's body was draped over his manual typewriter. The detective glanced at the paper in the typewriter. It
appeared to be the writer's column. The victim's head rested on the keyboard and had apparently hit random
keys causing the last line of the article to be followed by "49t34 w5qgg3e j3". The detective was surprised to
see that Max had used a typewriter rather than a computer. Roger, Max's agent, explained that Max found it
therapeutic to pound the keys on his typewriter, and despised computers.
Out of a list of acquaintances provided by Max's agent, the detective questioned the following people.
Marisa had been separated from Max for the last year and a half. Although initially the split had been amicable,
lately things had gotten nasty about the latest division of their assets. Max was willing to give Marisa the
mansion and a generous lump sum payment, but wanted to draw the line at the excessive alimony being
demanded by Marisa's lawyer. Marisa was living in the mansion and had a generous pre-alimony settlement and
an extremely attractive new boyfriend.
Jillian was Max's current girlfriend. She definitely was a looker and by all appearances was extremely high
maintenance. She was also the spring in this May/December romance. Although crying, she was devastatingly
attractive in her designer dress. She had a Gucci bag, wore emerald and diamond jewelry and on her wrist a new
Rolex. The detective suspected her grief was for the loss of her "gravy train" and not for the deceased.
Max's brother, Gerald, had been dating Marisa when Max had stolen her away. Gerald still held a grudge and
blatantly told the detective that "he was glad his brother was dead and good riddance". He hinted that he might
try to win Marisa back, now that his brother was dead.
After a brief investigation an arrest was made. Who did the detective arrest?

Conclusion/problem: Who killed Max?
Evidence you might expect
Actual Evidence
Clues left behind by the killer.
No apparent evidence
Evidence that Max knew the
killer and left a clue.
Suspect:
Marissa

Only possibility is the last letters
he typed, but they make no
sense.
Recently estranged, nasty

Suspect:
Jillian

New girlfriend, not sincere

Suspect:
Jared

Brother, held a grudge

Rate the Evidence (1 low, 5 high)
Accuracy
12345
Relevancy
12345
Strength
12345
Accuracy
12345
Relevancy
12345
Strength
12345
Accuracy
12345
Relevancy
12345
Strength
12345
Accuracy
12345
Relevancy
12345
Strength
12345
Accuracy
12345
Relevancy
12345
Strength
12345

Answer
The detective arrested Roger, the agent. After looking at the paper in the typewriter, the detective realized that
the last line on the news column contained the phrase "roger stabbed me". (49t34 w5qgg3e j3) Max had
managed to type the message after being stabbed, but his fingers were positioned one line too high on the
keyboard, when he typed his final message.
Apparently Max had planned to terminate his association with Roger and in a fit of anger, Roger had stabbed
him.
Grilledcheese. "Braingle: 'Typing In Riddles' Brain Teaser." Braingle. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Mar. 2014.
<http://www.braingle.com/brainteasers/teaser.php?op=2&id=39717&comm=0>.
"Tools for Thought Collection." The Critical Thinking Consortium. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Mar. 2014. <http://tc2.ca/teachingresources/online-resource-collections/tools-for-thought/tools-for-thought-collection.php>.

“A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Words”
Here’s a Picture – Now Write a Thousand Words
Historical Photographs are wonderful sources of information for the historian. As primary sources of information, they
represent something that is real, something that was created at the time of the event, and something that was created
for a reason. They represent values, beliefs and culture, and in turn they can influence values and beliefs. When you
are using photographs in your historical research, you must become an active decoder as you interpret its message.
Describe – take
note of
essential/factual
info

Analyze – what
decisions were
made when this
photo was
taken

Interpret – use
info from your
description and
analysis to draw
conclusions

Evaluate – what
do you think
about the work

Title
Photographer
When and where was the photo takes
Describe subject matter clearly
Record as many facts as you can
Elements of design – colour, line shape, composition, value, texture – how are these
used
What can you learn from the clues in the photo
What draws your eye
Look closely at less significant details
What are the people wearing
How old are they
What is their relationship
What does their facial expressions and body language suggest
What is going on in the background
Are there any signs, posters, buildings or landmarks
Time of day
Overall mood
What is really happening in this photo
What do you think the photographer is trying to say
Why was this picture taken and why was it taken in this way
What is left out
Effect of time period – is the meaning of the photo different now as compared to
when it was taken
What was going on in the world at that time
Make a judgment on the value, significance and importance of the photo
Is this photo useful in your research
What does it add to your knowledge of the subject

"Decoding Photographs." ARCHIVED. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 Nov. 2013.
<http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/education/008-3080-e.html>.

Earthrise at Christmas
Thirty-five years ago this Christmas, a turbulent world looked to the heavens for a unique view of our
home planet. This photo of "Earthrise" over the lunar horizon was taken by the Apollo 8 crew in
December 1968, showing Earth for the first time as it appears from deep space.
Astronauts Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and William Anders had become the first humans to leave Earth
orbit, entering lunar orbit on Christmas Eve. In a historic live broadcast that night, the crew took turns
reading from the Book of Genesis, closing with a holiday wish from Commander Borman: "We close
with good night, good luck, a Merry Christmas, and God bless all of you -- all of you on the good
Earth."
Dunbar, Brian. NASA. NASA, 31 Dec. 2003. Web. 29 Nov. 2013.
<http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_102.html>.

Describe
 Title – Earthrise
 Photographed by – Apollo 8 crew
 Taken on December 24, 1968 as Apollo 8 orbited the moon for the first time
 The Earth is seen rising above the barren landscape of the moon
 Image is in colour
 Beautiful combination of the grey moon, a very black sky and a brilliant blue earth
Analyze
 Looking at the Earth in a way it have never been viewed before
 The beautiful blue Earth, compared to the lifeless grey and black, draws the eye
 No people
 The background is so expansive, the Earth looks so small
 Overall mood – striking, powerful (I am bringing my own bias in here – I remember the moment this picture
appeared)
Interpret
 What is really happening here – the Earth is being seen for the first time from a distance
 Makes the point that the Earth is an oasis in a gulf of blackness
 The astronauts reported that they looked out the window and were stunned by this image of the Earth. They
scrambled to get a camera as they felt right away the significance of what they were seeing for the first time.
 1968 was a dark year! Vietnam war was raging, in April Martin Luther King was assassinated and in June Robert
Kennedy was assassinated.
 Earthrise represented hope
Evaluate
 The photo was enormously significant – it changed how we view the Earth profoundly
 “Later that evening, the crew did a live Christmas Eve television broadcast, and up to a billion people around the
world tuned in and saw the Earth as they never had before. Days later, when the Apollo 8 capsule splashed
down, television reporter David Brinkley said, "the human race, without many victories lately, had one today."
After the mission, Commander Frank Borman received a telegraph from a stranger that simply read, "Thank you
Apollo 8. You saved 1968."”

"Drew Dellinger - Planetize the Movement." Christmas 1968 and the Photograph That Changed the
World. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 Nov. 2013. <http://drewdellinger.org/pages/blog/138/christmas-1968-and-thephotograph-that-changed-the-world>.

Your Task…
12 photographs have been selected for you to interpret.
Together with your group, Describe, Analyze, Interpret and Evaluate the photo using the template below. You
may need to do some research to complete the template.
Once your evaluation is complete, write about the photo and indicate what it has taught you about the era you
are studying.
Describe – take
note of
essential/factual
info

Analyze – what
decisions were
made when this
photo was
taken

Interpret – use
info from your
description and
analysis to draw
conclusions

Evaluate – what
do you think
about the work

Title
Photographer
When and where was the photo takes
Describe subject matter clearly
Record as many facts as you can
Elements of design – colour, line shape,
composition, value, texture – how are these
used
What can you learn from the clues in the
photo
What draws your eye
Look closely at less significant details
What are the people wearing
How old are they
What is their relationship
What does their facial expressions and body
language suggest
What is going on in the background
Are there any signs, posters, buildings or
landmarks
Time of day
Overall mood
What is really happening in this photo
What do you think the photographer is trying
to say
Why was this picture taken and why was it
taken in this way
What is left out
Effect of time period – is the meaning of the
photo different now as compared to when it
was taken
What was going on in the world at that time
Make a judgment on the value, significance
and importance of the photo
Is this photo useful in your research
What does it add to your knowledge of the
subject

Considering the Significance of Events and Issues
To understand any event or issue thoroughly, you must have some prior knowledge, you must be able to distinguish
between important and trivial events and relevant and irrelevant details, and you must be able to draw logical
conclusions based on your findings. To accomplish this think about:








Was the event or issue important at the time it occurred? Was it noticed at that time as being important?
What effect did the event or issue have? What were the consequences?
What was the magnitude…how significant was the impact?
What was the scope…how widespread was the impact?
What was the duration…how long-lasting was the effect?
Does our understanding of the event inform our understanding of the times?
Does our contemporary thinking influence our rating of the significance of the event or issue?

Let us consider something that is close to the hearts of all librarians, the invention of the printing press.
Printing press is a machine that uses inked plates to reproduce images or text on paper. Before the printing press,
books were expensive treasures, and monks labored for years copying each one by hand. The printing press changed
history by making written knowledge cheap and accessible.
The Chinese developed woodblock printing around A.D. 600. It involved rubbing impressions from carved images onto
paper. The Chinese and Koreans later adapted this technique for type.
Around 1436, a German goldsmith named Johannes Gutenberg experimented with movable type. In movable type,
letters and other symbols are carved or stamped on individual plates. The plates can be fairly readily arranged and
rearranged to form words and sentences. Gutenberg set letters one by one into wooden frames, applied ink, and
pressed paper onto the letters. Scholars do not know if Gutenberg knew about movable type being used in Asia or if
he came up with the idea independently. But movable type proved more practical for printing European languages.
Only a few plates were needed to represent the letters of European alphabets, compared to the thousands of symbols
used in Asian languages. Around 1450, Gutenberg began printing nearly 200 Bibles. About 50 survive today. Soon,
people set up printing shops across France, Germany, Italy, and Spain. By 1500, millions of books had been printed.
Bix, Amy Sue. "Printing press." World Book Student. World Book, 2014. Web. 24 Jan. 2014.

Information technology and revolution CC licensed Flickr photo by Dave Gray
http://www.flickr.com/photos/38075047@N00/6319799633

Considering the Significance of Events and Issues
Use this worksheet to help you determine the significance of events and/or issues. Provide evidence for each criteria, and then rate
the significance; 4 meaning very important to 1 meaning not at all important.

Criteria
What was the
importance at that
time?

Evidence
“Soon, people set up printing shops across France, Germany,

Magnitude (how
significant was the
impact)?

“By 1500, millions of books had been printed.”

Scope (how
widespread was
the impact)?

“France, Germany, Italy, and Spain”

4 3 2 1

Duration (how
long-lasting was
the effect)?

The printing presses we use now are not really that different
from Gutenberg’s press. The idea of movable type is alive and
well in the 21st century.

4 3 2 1

How does this
inform our
understanding of
the times?

A world where few can read is difficult to imagine, although
there are indeed parts of the world, now in the 21st century,
where significant parts of the population cannot read or write.
Sometimes the middle ages is referred to as the “Dark Ages”
partly because of issues like literacy. The rebirth, or Renaissance,
that was to follow was aided in part by the growing number of
people who could access the printed word.

4 3 2 1

Italy, and Spain.”
“making written knowledge cheap and accessible”

It is hard for us to imagine now, but in 1436 very few people
could read. The production of print materials was time
consuming and expensive. Only the rich could afford books.
The invention of the printing press meant that print material
could be produced cheaply and made it accessible to a much
larger group of people. Suddenly large numbers of people
began to read and the education system was transformed.

Rating

4 3 2 1

4 3 2 1

Adapted from "Tools for Thought Collection." The Critical Thinking Consortium. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://tc2.ca/teaching-resources/online-resourcecollections/tools-for-thought/tools-for-thought-collection.php>.

Considering the Significance of Events and Issues
Use this worksheet to help you determine the significance of events and/or issues. Provide evidence for each criteria, and then rate
the significance; 4 meaning very important to 1 meaning not at all important.

Criteria
What was the
importance at that
time?

Evidence

Rating

4 3 2 1

Magnitude (how
significant was the
impact)?

4 3 2 1

Scope (how
widespread was
the impact)?

4 3 2 1

Duration (how
long-lasting was
the effect)?

4 3 2 1

How does this
inform our
understanding of
the times?

4 3 2 1

Adapted from "Tools for Thought Collection." The Critical Thinking Consortium. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://tc2.ca/teaching-resources/online-resourcecollections/tools-for-thought/tools-for-thought-collection.php>.

Inquiry-Minded
Some people are naturally curious. They look beyond the obvious answer or standard response to find deeper meaning and
understanding. Whenever a breakthrough in our understanding happens, in medical research for example, it is because some
individual or team of researchers pushed our knowledge to its very limits, and in doing so brought all of us to a new place of
understanding. We sometimes call this, “thinking outside the box.” It is important for all of us to develop the traits of an inquiryminded or curious person. These are valuable traits that we can all cultivate throughout our lives.
The basic attributes of Inquiry-Minded people are:
1.
2.
3.

A sincere interest in learning more about things and people
An inclination to ask questions and seek more information, look for explanations to gain better understanding
Persistence in looking deeply to find non-obvious solutions

To see Inquiry-Mindfulness in action, the television show
Mythbusters provides great examples. My favourite episode is
The Bull in a China Shop.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk_zpMory-0

Adapted from: "Tools for Thought Collection." The Critical Thinking Consortium. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Mar. 2014.
<http://tc2.ca/teaching-resources/online-resource-collections/tools-for-thought/tools-for-thought-collection.php>.

Project of Your Choice Rubric
Exceeds Expectations

Fully Meets Expectations

Content –
accuracy &
coverage

-information is accurate
-topic is comprehensively
covered, all criteria met
-thorough understanding
of the topic is evident
-offers good insight into
the topic

-information is mostly
accurate
-topic is generally covered,
most criteria met
-strong understanding of the
topic is evident
-some insight into the topic

Critical
thinking
Skills

-excellent evidence used
to answer the challenge
-excellent evidence of
“inquiry minded”
research
-grammar is correct
-spelling is correct
-good sentence variety
-good natural flow
-information is well
organized
-sophisticated use of
vocabulary

- good evidence used to
answer the challenge
-good evidence of “inquiry
minded” research

Writing and/or
Reading
Conventions

-grammar is mostly correct
-spelling is mostly correct
-sentence variety
-natural flow
-information is mostly well
organized
-strong use of vocabulary

Originality
and creativity

-project shows good
originality
-care and attention to
detail
-excellent choice and
interpretation of
graphics
-audience is engaged
-“I’m really impressed”

-project shows originality
-some care and attention to
detail
-good choice of graphics
-audience is mostly engaged
-“Impressive”

Sources

-all sources are correctly
documented

-most sources are correctly
documented

Minimally Meets
Expectations
-information is sometimes
accurate
-topic is minimally covered,
some criteria met
-minimal understanding of
the topic is evident
-offers minimal insight into
the topic
-minimal evidence used to
answer the challenge
-minimal evidence of
“inquiry minded” research

Does Not Meet
Expectations
-information is not
accurate
-topic is not well covered,
little criteria met
- understanding of the
topic is not evident
-offers no insight into the
topic
-little evidence used to
answer the challenge
-little evidence of “inquiry
minded” research

-grammar is sometimes
correct
-spelling is sometimes
correct
-some sentence variety
-some natural flow
-information is sometimes
organized
-basic use of vocabulary
-project shows minimal
originality
-minimal care and attention
to detail
-acceptable choice of
graphics
-audience is minimally
engaged
-“okay work – nothing
special”
-few sources are correctly
documented

-grammar is not correct
-spelling is not correct
-no sentence variety
-no natural flow
-information is
disorganized
-vocabulary is simple
-project shows no
originality
-no care and attention to
detail
-poor choice of graphics
-audience is not engaged
-“needs much more effort”

- sources are not correctly
documented
Peelo/Cameron 2009

