
 

Can you believe everything you read? 

Researching the Measles Vaccination on the Internet 

 

“Measles is a highly contagious, serious disease caused by a virus. In 1980, before widespread 
vaccination, measles caused an estimated 2.6 million deaths each year. 
The disease remains one of the leading causes of death among young children globally, despite the 
availability of a safe and effective vaccine. Approximately 114 900 people died from measles in 2014 
– mostly children under the age of 5. 
Measles is caused by a virus in the paramyxovirus family and it is normally passed through direct 
contact and through the air. The virus infects the mucous membranes, then spreads throughout the 
body.” 
 
"Measles." World Health Organization. N.p., n.d. Web. 29 Mar. 2016. 

For more information on the Measles Virus, read the following article from the World Health 

Organization: http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/ 

The vaccination of young children against viruses like the measles has become controversial in recent 

years.  The internet has played a large role in the spread of information, and miss-information, regarding 

vaccines. For this assignment you will learn to: 

1. Critically evaluate websites 

2. Review Measles vaccination information on the internet 

3. Make your own judgement 

The following are a number of online sources on the measles vaccine.  Consider the Accuracy, Authority, 

Objectivity, Currency and Coverage of the information on the sites.  How do you rate the information 

based on these aspects and why.  Finally, write a couple of sentences on what you have learned and 

whether or not, if you had the choice, you would get the vaccine.  

 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/


Procedure 

 

 Go to northsurreylibrary.com and click on Department Guides, then Science 

 Click on Researching the Measles Vaccine on the Internet 

 There, you will find the complete assignment, including live links to the websites you are to 

evaluate, the Evaluating Webpages document and the Evaluation Chart to be completed 

 Click on each one and complete the Evaluation Chart.  For each website, determine whether or 
not they display accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency and coverage.  Briefly explain how or 
why you have arrived at that conclusion.   

 Once you have completed the chart, go back and highlight the Website titles with GREEN if you 
conclude the website to be of quality, or with PINK if you conclude it is not a quality site. 

 On the back of the chart write a couple of sentences reflecting what you have learned.  Indicate 
whether or not you would get the vaccine and why. 

 

Websites to evaluate: 

World Health Organization – Measles 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs286/en/ 

 

Canadian Immunization Guide – Measles 

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/cig-gci/p04-meas-roug-eng.php 

 

Immunize B.C. – Measles 

http://www.immunizebc.ca/diseases-vaccinations/measles 

 

Caring for Kida – MMR 

http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/measles_mumps_rubella_vaccine 

 

Dissolving illusions about the measles vaccine 

http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2015/03/24/dissolving-illusions-measles-vaccine.aspx 

 

Innatelee Health – Daddy’s Vaccine Research 

http://innatelee.blogspot.ca/2015/01/daddys-vaccine-research.html 

 

Think Twice – MMR 

http://www.thinktwice.com/mmr.htm 

 

Vaccine Choice Canada – MMR Vaccine & Autism 

http://vaccinechoicecanada.com/personal-stories/mmr-vaccine-and-autism-a-mothers-journey-to-heal-

her-child/ 
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Evaluating Webpages 

Website title:  _____________________________________________ 

URL:  _____________________________________________________ 

Accuracy 

 Author indicated? 
 Qualifications indicated? 
 Can you contact him/her? 

 
Authority 

 Is the publishing institution indicated? 
 Purpose of publishing institution indicated? 
 Are the webmaster and publisher the same? 

 
Objectivity 

 Are the goals/objectives of the page met? 
 Is the information comprehensive or complete? 
 Are there opinions expressed by the author? 

 
Currency 

 Is the page dated? 
 Has the page been updated? 
 Are the links up-to-date? 

 
Coverage 

 Do the links compliment the page? 
 Is there a balance of text & images? 
 Is the information presented cited correctly? 

 

Website title:  _____________________________________________ 

URL:  _____________________________________________________ 

Accuracy 

 Author indicated? 
 Qualifications indicated? 
 Can you contact him/her? 

 
Authority 

 Is the publishing institution indicated? 
 Purpose of publishing institution indicated? 
 Are the webmaster and publisher the same? 

 
Objectivity 

 Are the goals/objectives of the page met? 
 Is the information comprehensive or complete? 
 Are there opinions expressed by the author? 

 
Currency 

 Is the page dated? 
 Has the page been updated? 
 Are the links up-to-date? 

 
Coverage 

 Do the links compliment the page? 
 Is there a balance of text & images? 
 Is the information presented cited correctly? 

 



 Accuracy Authority Objectivity Currency Coverage 
Website 

 

 

 

Author? 

Qualified? 

Contact? 

Parent institution? 

Purpose? 

Webmaster? 

Goals? 

Comprehensive? 

Opinions? 

Date? 

Updated? 

Links? 

Complimentary links? 

Balance text/images? 

Citations? 

Website 
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